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Case 2, The goefﬁcient is zero because P(A — C/C) = P(A —
C/~C). Then since the right-hand side also is zero, and since its
second term vanishes, we have that

0 = P(A/C)—P(CIA)[P(A/C)— P(A/—C)]
= P(A/C)[1-P(C/A)] + P(CIA) P(A/—C)
= P(AIC) P(—C/A) + P(CIA) P(A/—C),

which contradicts our choice of P, C, and A, whereby all of

P(A/C), P(—CIA), P(C/A), and P(A/-C) must be positive. This
completes the reductio.

VI

ON ASSERTION AND INDICATIVE
CONDITIONALS*

FRANK JACKSON

INTRODUCTION

THE circumstances in which it is natural to assert the ordinary
indicative conditional ‘If P then O’ are those in which it is natural
to assert ‘Either not P or, P and (0°, and conversely. For instance,
the circumstapces in which it is natural to assert ‘If it rains, the .
match will be cancelled’ are precisely those in which it is natural to
assert ‘Either it won’t rain, or it will and the match will be
cancelled.” Similarly, the circumstances in which it is natural to
assert ‘Not both P and Q are precisely those in which it is natural
to assert ‘Either not P or not 0.” We explain the latter coincidence
of assertion conditions by a coincidence of truth conditions. Why
pot do the same in the case of the conditional? Why not, that is,
hold that ‘If P then Q" has the same truth conditions as ‘Either not

Por, Pand Q'?

This hypothesis—given the standard and widely accepted truth-
functional treatments of ‘not’, ‘or’, and ‘and’—amounts to the
Equivalence thesis: the thesis that (P — Q) is equivalent to
(P D Q). (I will use ‘-’ for the indicative conditional, reserving
‘C—’ for the subjunctive or counterfactual conditional.) In this
essay I defend a version of the Equivalence thesis.

As a rule, our intuitive judgements of assertability match up
with our intuitive judgements of probability, that is, S is assertable
to the extent that it has high subjective probability for its assertor.

Frank Jackson, ‘On Assertion and Indicative Conditionals’, Philosophical
Review, 88 (1979): 565-89. Used with permission.

* | am conscious of a more than usually large debt to many discussions with
Brian Eilis, Lioyd Humberstone, and Robert Pargetter; and also to comments from
the referee.
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